
Biogaian Meeting July 28, 2026 
Biogaian’s meeting - next meeting 8/11/2026 - 7pm Laura Facilitator - Holly Facilitator 

-​  
Laura, Eileen, Brent, ANita, Tasha, Reuben, Marlin, Aditi, Patricia, Helen, Sylvan, MD, 
Pete, Holly, Brian 
 
Decisions: 

-​ August 9th visitor volunteers here for South Orchard - Sylvan to send community 
notifications 

-​ Firs will have work done south end of property near Journeys - 2ish trees - more infor to 
come  

 
 
Action Items: 

-​ Maybe Songaians could take branches to lost lake road - Brian, Aditi -  will drag 
-​ LOG THE HARVESTS 🤪 
-​ Biogians individuals noted they will watch the plums 
-​ Cover crop questions from Anita - Termination method? Crimping to happen in the next 2 

weeks -  
-​ Work party tasks:Crimping party - MD has list 

 
 
Agenda: 
Tree items 

-​ Birch insecticide - Will it affect the animals? Concerns voiced - we have known that the 
birch trees will be die from the bugs, think about replacements - Decided to not poison 
beetles 

​ Replacement for ash tree between 9 & 11 - The path has been cleared- now to cut up. 
Can be used as firewood. Biran/Tasha a bench from the trunk 6-8ft - Chiyokten might have 
access to a portable mill. 1 tree $1400 - 2 trees $2000 plus tax, neighbor might help pay.  
Advise completed before windy season - chips placement discussion on locations and types 

-​ Firs - neighbor complained about 2 things - David, navigating options.   
-​ NES chips to the pile on Lost Lake Rd? 
-​ Laura requesting chips for keyhole 
-​ Arborists tomorrow will be creating a lot of chips - would they help with chipping? $600 

for 2 hours in 2025 - Maybe Songaians could take branches to lost lake road - Brian, 
Aditi -  will drag - 3x puns ensued  

-​ Sylvan requesting hardwood chips for mushrooms 
-​ Aditi would like chips in the Abundance garden  

 
Work party offer from Holly (maybe already arranged with Sylvan?) - August 9th - work party - 
Sylvan wants to rebuild the hugle behind her house 

-​ 11am or 10 am better 
-​ Holly to give them the liability release form 



-​ Marlin - recommended send youtube links to Holly for her team 
-​ Need someone to possible be available to chat with Joanne at common house - she 

uses a mobility scooter 
-​ Park on Lost Lake Rd =  
-​  

 
-​ Side chat - Helen and Sylvan - open discussion about hugle cultures locations and 

conditions -  
-​  

 
Fruit tree care and harvest 

-​ Patricia and Dr Peat August plans - 2 full days of work, date options have been emailed, 
if you would like to help contact Patricia.  South orchard priority, driveway, structural work 
focus, on a wednesday work party cut shoots -  

-​ Priya’s offer (fruit harvest for Beacon Hill) - maybe the apples - collecting is a bottle neck 
- maybe invite them to apple pressing? Some years we take a lot of plums to the food 
bank - egg plant tree has a broken branch - Eileen can process on her porch - we might 
not have other overabundance this year - MD will have Diane respond to Priya - David is 
a member of the tool library - notify him of booking dates -  

-​ harvest festival talk -  
-​ Other giveaway options, how to enter in the produce log? -  
-​ Apple tree south of Unit 4 - dropping apples - Peat Moss notified it has needs -  
-​ Rose cutting discussion, maybe cut back a bit less. Shade plants under the rose bus 

might suffer.  
-​ Is there energy outside the work parties for extra harvesting on bigger fruit amounts 

available - OK for members to harvest for home -  
-​ LOG THE HARVESTS 🤪 
-​ Biogians individuals noted they will watch the plums 
-​ Fig requests and Biogians connecting with each other to collab uses  

 
Cover crop questions from Anita 

-​ Termination method? Crimping to happen in the next 2 weeks -  
-​ Winter cover? 2 types - “Winter kill” will self terminate -  “Spring kill” will create a heavy 

mulch, not killable until May-ish - Anita’s recommendation - over the next couple of 
weeks crimp and cover existing cover crops - in September seed the winter crops - need 
more heavy duty silo covers - Anita will look at sources - no need to till in - rack off the 
left over before next cover crop - What to do with SE quad this fall?  

-​ 2 full quadrants ready - Anita has been working on a spreadsheet with all year 
recommendations into spring planning options -  

-​ She will maybe meet in a small group to make final decisions - 4 quad planning 
whiteboard illustration - + keyhole options discussion - Anita will meet with Laura -  

-​ Sylvan NW quad questions - waterlogging and cover crop issues? Broad forking and 
compost extract  - its more dry this year - maybe some small hills if needed - Sylvan 
could help with broadforking -  



-​ Possible cover crop in the dryfarm area? Patricia, Brian, Anita will discuss before 
ordering next cover crop -  

-​ MD explained about crimping process - creates mulch later -  
 
Weed pressure in SE quad 

-​ Yeast bed clearing needed 
-​ Arugula bolted at 3” tall -  
-​ Helen might put lettuce in the bed that Sylvan was using -  
-​ If you are crop keeping here please keep weed seeds down and ask Biogians if you 

need help 
 
Surface water management swales and Lost Lake maintenance in preparation for Snohomish 
County inspection. Need to line trim the weeds in and around the swales, clear out the pipe 
running under Lost Lake Road from the willow swale to Lost Lake, and the pipe that runs into 
the serpentine swale, and clear goat poop out of Lost Lake.  

-​ Money put aside for hired help 
-​ MD has people available  
-​  

 
Freshsheet - I'll have a printed copy for mark-up pass around +  and Biogaians can also verbally 
give updates.(Holly) 

-​ Passed around a current Fresh Sheet for feedback from individuals to update (through 
8/3) 

-​ Fresh sheet link is on the Monday morning calendar with the most recent updates 
-​ Helen recommended that it gets updated by at least Monday morning 
-​ By the end of next week, please send updates about your crop to Holly 
-​ Plan that at each Biogaian meeting the sheet gets passed around for updates. 
-​ The cooks are invited to review the Fresh List before submitting their menus 
-​ Also put the live link link into the chef’s spreadsheet and or the reminder email 
-​ Would be useful as a cook to have the Fresh Sheet categories like herbs, veggies, fruits, 

greens (cooking and salad) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Work party tasks: 

-​ Crimping party 
-​ MD has list 

 
 
Grassy Meadow: (from last meeting)  

-​ check on status of cover crops during next meeting 



 
-​ Roundtable to discuss paid labor / G2T exchange policy – revisit after fresh sheet pilot 

project 
-​  
-​ From 07/28 meeting  
-​ Harvest festival talk -  

 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


