
Liberation 
Permaculture
101

for the Songaia community



What is permaculture?
- Word fashioned by Bill Mollison in the 70’s: 

“permanent agriculture” or “permanent culture.”

- “Conscious design and maintenance of 
agriculturally productive ecosystems 
which have the diversity, stability and 
resilience of natural ecosystems” 
(Permaculture Research Institute)



What is permaculture?
In agricultural design processes & maintenance….

- Mimic patterns and functions/processes  found in 

nature

- Get to know the land as deeply and intimately as you 

can:

- Climate, soil, water, wildlife, human settlement…
- Systems thinking:

- Closed loops, use by-products, anticipate limiting 

factors, min. intervention, max. results



1. Permie Ethics

➔ Earth Care
Functional ecosystems for our health + 
prosperity

➔ People Care
Address needs of people, including 
future generations.

➔ Fair Share
Redistribute surplus and self-regulate 
growth. Decrease consumption.
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why permaculture rocks...



Permaculture in the 
context of colonization



History of Permaculture + Context

- Bill Mollison: Australian ecologist and professor
- Upset with ecosystem destruction
- Idea: Live based on designs found in nature
- Wrote books in the 70s, 80s. 90s spread to US
- PDC  & homesteading is now traditional way of 

teaching/learning
- Makes sense this would be radical in context of 

dominating culture’s conventional agriculture and 
other land “development” methods



BUT
there are a lot of 

layers of 
colonization also 
at play in modern 

permaculture



Colonization in permaculture
- Uncolonized cultures are all land-based, must 

manage their inputs and outputs closely and be 
so deeply intimately connected with the 
landscape at all times. This is not new.

- Many indigenous ways of working with the 
land have been preened by permaculture 

philosophers into principles and techniques 
and are not credited.

- Field dominated by white people, especially in 
the teaching realm by cis white men.

- Permaculture “missionaries” + “recolonization”



Colonization in permaculture
- PDC = can be expensive and inaccessible for many; 

profitable for some people  but doesn’t alone 
dismantle systems of oppression or honor the wisdom 
of the indigenous folks (unceded land)

- In Central/South America and other parts of the 
world less “developed”--permaculture doesn’t often 
help people meet their needs in a global economy 
where families needs to meet their basic needs; 
requires patience and restoration, perennial crops, 
soil building, etc.

- Layer of white people telling non-white people what 
they need to do without really listening: savior to one-
who-needs saving vs. friend to friend (solidarity)



Inherent responsibilities of  
interconnectedness



“You can never change 
things by fighting the 
existing reality. To change 
something, build a new 
model that makes the 
existing model obsolete.”

--Buckminster Fuller



Real interconnectedness
- Can be easy to want to build a perfect community or 

farm  and isolate, especially in the realm of 
permaculture and homesteading; “escaping” the 
craziness of our modern world

- A privilege to leave for the countryside and not be 
scared for your life (LGBTQIA2s+, POC, etc)

- Not leaving behind fellow humans in our surrounding 
and world community who have been trying to change 
the system for their survival, and the survival of the 
land they love. Cannot sever those ties, just like we 
can’t ignore the suffering of the earth.

- People care IS earth care.



Possible principles & 
applications of liberation 
permaculture



Possible principles of LP
- Place permaculture in wider context of social change

- Observe power relationships & structures within systems

- Recognize oppression as part of People Care & aims to 
consciously design oppressive practices and mindsets out 
of systems for the risk of otherwise perpetuating them

- Ensures yields are shared across genders, races, classes, 

ages etc and challenge privilege consciously reducing 

inequalities
- Places permaculture in the context of rebuilding land-

based cultures rather than fitting into or mainstreaming into 

capitalist & oppressive societies

More at https://www.permaculture.co.uk/articles/what-liberation-

permaculture

https://www.permaculture.co.uk/articles/what-liberation-permaculture






Liberation permaculture 
going forward 



Some ideas... 
● Deeper land assessment: learn story of land and people who 

lived there before colonization. Unerase their history, 
acknowledging the violence and trauma, listening + asking how 

to best support them today. Co-creating solutions. 

● Being curious & investigating the history of permaculture 
techniques or being clear on lineages

● Going out of your way to make things accessible:
○ Learn more about intersectionality

○ Talk to communities first, decide together on needs for 

projects to meet, mutual beneficiality
● Widen mycelial networks in a respectful way, reduce 

tokenizing.


