Biogaians

July 23, 2019

Present:  Elizabeth (facilitator), Flower, Laura, Douglas R, Douglas L, Brent, Brian, Helen (scribe)

New Weed-eater


Nartano says the weedwacker (string trimmer) can no longer be repaired.  Industrial strength needed, probably about $300.   Consumable/Tool budget line is $1250.  Proposal to authorize Nartano to purchase an industrial Stihl trimmer, amount up to $350 with tax, approved.  

Water retention system update:


Douglas and Ian are working on preparing for inspection.  We may go over $300 that was budgeted.  8 more hours estimated.  Ian and Douglas R have both done some hours, but total so far not clear.  Need more information before approving more funds than budgeted.  

Owls


Two owl boxes ready to be assembled.  Can be mounted three different ways.  One on barn and one on birch trees on south end of garden.  Only rabbit-eating owls allowed!

Brush bin


Is currently about 3/4 full, next pickup is August 2.  Can be compacted more.  Reminder to keep working on keeping it full.

August 17 Harambe ideas--to be refined by email closer to the event, depending on who is willing to lead a work party.


Songcrest Food Forest


Taking apart brush on Lost Lake Rd


Cardboard and chips


Habitat reduction 


More suggestions by email as we get closer


Forest invasive removal


Possibly set posts for trellis so kiwi could be planted

Budget


Has Zarifah gotten far enough along to tell us what has been spent?  Brian believes he can get a report out before next meeting.  Helen will ask Barb for a similar report from Songaia Assn.

Songcrest Food Forest


Susie suggested asking the HOA next door for help with labor.  Helen suggested weeding and barking the first five sections, and help with native blackberries in 2 other sections, with potential other spots if time. Patrick took a proposal to the BOD meeting last week and it was approved.  Landscaper is supposed to contact Helen about coordinating a date for some workers.

Knotweed by doghouse


Flowering now, needs to be mown now.  Digging out the roots would be difficult as the root can go 3 feet down.  Brian will take on the mowing.

Upper drain field


Is getting overgrown and needs to be cut back.  There may be money in a budget under septic field care.  We will ask Nartano about his take on the issue since he is the septic system overseer.

Plaza Plans


Patricia and Libby are excited about getting it paved this year.  Idea is to make it beautiful, and to do paving this season.  Need some more pavers plus other stone, but have no budget for stone so fundraising would be involved.  This year paving is thenfocus, later projects are kiwi and mosaics etc.  


At pizza party Pat Park volunteered to bring a group for a work party.  Permaculture Woodinville would probably supply 8-15 people?  Possibly remove blackberry on the hillside?

Art in the Forest


See last meeting minutes.  Helen and MD did inventory and have been working on plan for roundtable.  Initial date conflicted with Democratic debate, so new date is needed.  Six installations are left and most are likely to be dispersed, although other artists are involved.  MD will follow up with these.  Goal of roundtable is to talk about what ways we want to use the forest.  This committee sent a request that the pieces be removed, but Forest Subcommittee wants to ask the larger question about use of the forest.  MD wants to keep her personal project in place until she leaves.  MD commits to a goal of August 14 for the other installations to be handled.   August 13 will be the roundtable, chaired by a member of the Forest Subcommittee.  Anita, Douglas, Brian, Hayra are the Forest Subcommittee. Written comments can be submitted.  We will need Forest Cookies!

Forest Report


Anita submitted an RFP to her UW professor for Restoration Capstone projects.  Songaia is now under consideration.  Group of professors will come to see the forest. Next steps is to put together draft proposal for Songaia community.  Would need to coordinate parking and timing.  Anita received a document describing the ideal situation, and Songaia has most of the points.  UW decision will be made by mid-September.  


Downed tree was handled.  

Garden Steward Report


Two rabbit roundups displaced 5 rabbits, at least 20 people participating.  Yield was more about laughter and community play, and individuals enjoying the garden itself.  Latches and signs were applied; gates now have magnet latches.  Phil broke up concrete slabs that had hidden several rabbits.


Bean harvest will be very small.  Tomatoes starting to come in.  Jacob will hold weekly Friday preservation parties 1-4pm.  Lots of plums ready.


Flower's last week.  Her send-off will be Saturday.  


Another applicant is in the pipeline.  Interview time being arranged.  Another inquiry pending.  Lucas on leave.  Kati still plans to volunteer Tues and Thurs 9-lunch starting August.  Joey is moving into #12 in early August and will join Biogaians.  


Water system working great.  Plans to purchase last irrigation set for Keyhole in process.  


Possible field trip this Saturday to Trillium Farm.  Sylvan is gone but probably will be back in time to attend.  Trillium has animals integrated, is in Carnation.  Hawthorn Farm tour 8/28.

Next meeting:  August 27, 7pm.  Scribe:  Anita, Facilitator:  Brian 

Evaluation  

Went well:  To the point, got a lot done in an hour.  Only occasional digressions.  Good to set up scribe and facilitator ahead of time.   

Better next time:  no suggestions  

